New team magazine
The BDJ portfolio launched a new online magazine for dental care professionals (DCPs) called BDJ Team, published every month with verifiable CPD.
Sugar vs. tobacco BDJ Managing Editor, Ruth Doherty, asked what can be learnt from the anti-smoking lobby to help us change the public's perception of sugar, and tracked the 'sugar story' right back to 8000 BC.
Water fluoridation
A report from Public Health England confirmed that people living in fluoridated areas in the UK have lower levels of tooth decay than those living in nonfluoridated areas.
Foundation salaries
The BDA condemned an
IN REVIEW
announcement that the salary of dental foundation trainees was to be reduced by more than £2,000 (nearly 8%). In May, a petition opposing the proposal was launched and dental students were encouraged to contact their MP by the BDA Student Committee.
Bleaching kids' teeth
The GDC updated its guidance so that GDPs can now provide dental bleaching treatment for diseased teeth in patients under 18, after two years of campaigning by the British Society of Paediatric Dentistry and senior dentists. Products containing or releasing between 0.1% and 6% hydrogen peroxide can be used on young patients for the purpose of treating or preventing disease.
The Royal London Dental Hospital
The first new dental hospital to open in the UK for almost 40 years officially opened its doors in London's Whitechapel: Queen Mary University of London, embedded within the new Barts Health NHS Trust dental hospital. The new facility will provide care for 70,000 patients a year.
Commemorating WWI
The BDJ began a specially commissioned cover series to commemorate the centenary of the start of the Great War. Twelve covers from photographs exploring dentistry during World War I highlight the advances in dentistry and maxillofacial surgery that took place during the period.
Profession astonished
The GDC announced that it planned to increase the ARF for dentists by 64% in 2015 to £945, due to the increase in the number of complaints and cost of fitness to practise hearings. The BDA began a campaign against the proposed #ARFhike.
Oral health guidance updated
The dental industry welcomed the release of the third edition of the Delivering better oral health guidance by Public Health England, providing evidence-based interventions and advice for patients' oral health.
Student magazine relaunched
The BDJ portfolio relaunched dental student magazine Launchpad as BDJ Student, with a new look and wider range of content, available to all student and first year graduate BDA members.
Foundation victory
The Department of Health abandoned their plan to reduce the salaries of foundation dentists: a victory for the BDA after sustained campaigning.
Caries survey
A survey revealed that 12% of three-yearolds in England suffer from visible tooth decay. Those with tooth decay had an average of three decayed teeth and there was a dramatic variation in decay prevalence across the country.
BDA fights for fairness
The BDA initiated judicial review proceedings against the GDC, accusing the GDC of failing to provide clear evidence of the policy or business case underpinning their proposed ARF rise. The review was due to take place on 15 December.
ARF decision
The GDC announced that it is increasing the ARF from £576 to £890 for dentists -a 55% increase rather than the initially proposed 64% increase -and decreasing the fee for DCPs from £120 to £116.
NICE guideline
NICE published a new guideline calling on local authorities to improve the oral health of their communities through better advice and support in oral hygiene.
Water fluoridation concerns
The BDA and the BSPD expressed concern that limited access to water fluoridation means we are failing children who live in communities with high levels of dental caries.
Essential for Christmas stockings
The seventh edition of the most popular BDJ book is published: The scientific basis of oral health education.
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